Background (I) Background (I)  A reduced elasticity and dilatation of the proximal aorta are highly prevalent in patients with BAV even in the absence of significant valvular dysfunction.  Recently, intrinsic pathology of the aortic wall has been reported. p  Patients with normally functioning BAV Patients with normally functioning BAV demonstrated impairment in aortic elasticity.
Background (II) Background (II)
 The exact mechanisms leading to dilation are not fully understood but pulsatile stress probably plays an understood, but pulsatile stress probably plays an important role. 
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